
Allotment Diary

January

A quiet time in the allotment, but you can dig if the soil is not too wet.  Rhubarb can be planted now-cover established crowns with an upturned bucket to force an early crop.  A few crops may be sown-leeks, onions for exhibition and tomatoes for a heated greenhouse are started this month under glass indoors-radishes can be sown outdoors under cloches.

February

A busier time than January, but frosty weather may make outdoor work impossible.  Peas, broad beans, radishes and turnips can be sown under cloches, and greenhouse cucumbers are started indoors, shallot planting can begin and now is the time to buy seed potatoes and set them in trays to encourage sprouting.  Inspect plants for wind damage-stake if necessary.
March

The vegetable year starts in earnest this month, but do not rush to sow all the early-season vegetables if the soil is still very wet and cold.  March is the peak time for sowing broad beans, brussels sprouts, leeks, onions, parsnips, early peas and early turnips.  It is also the month for sowing various crops under glass-capsicum, celeriac, celery, tomatoes and cucumbers.
Plant early potatoes and onion sets.  Summer cabbage can be sown under cloches and so can early carrots.  Top dress spring cabbage with fertilizer.  Plant tomato and cucumber seedlings in pots or grow bags in a heated greenhouse.

April

A peak month for sowing seeds outdoors.  Now is the time to put in broad beans, leaf beet, beetroot, broccoli, brussels sprouts, summer and winter cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, lettuce, peas, radishes, spinach and turnips.  Finish sowing leeks, onions and parsnips. 

Complete the planting of potatoes, globe artichokes and asparagus-start cutting asparagus on established beds.  Sow french beans under cloches in the south, and in warmer districts plant out tomato seedlings in a cold greenhouse.  A number of vegetables can be harvested this month, including late broccoli, turnip tops, spring cabbage and rhubarb.  Kale and leek harvesting comes to an end this month.

May

A busy time in the allotment-sowing, planting and hoeing.  Sow french beans, runner beans, beetroot, carrots, chicory, outdoor cucumber, kale, marrows, courgettes, main crop peas, mangetout, radishes, spinach and swedes.   Finish sowing broad beans, leaf beet, summer and winter cabbage, broccoli and cauliflower.  
It is planting time for a number of crops-brussels sprouts, celeriac, celery, capsicum, summer cabbage and tomatoes in a cold greenhouse.  Prepare the planting sites for courgettes, marrows and outdoor cucumbers-harvest early-sown lettuce and radishes.  

June

June is an important planting month rather than a seed-sowing one, although succcessional sowings of lettuces french beans, radishes and peas continue.  Finish sowing beetroot, carrots and swedes.

Vegetables for planting out include broccoli, early potatoes, brussels sprouts, sweet corn, winter cabbage, capsicum, cauliflower, celery, celeriac, leeks, courgettes, marrows and outdoor tomatoes and cucumbers-a lengthy list!  Finish cutting asparagus-begin picking early-sown broad beans.  Keep the plot watered if a dry spell occurs-keep watch for pest attacks.  Damp down the floor and staging of the greenhouse to maintain a moist atmosphere.  Apply shading to the glass.

July

There are numerous vegetables to harvest this month-broad beans, early-sown french beans, beetroot, greenhouse cucumbers and tomatoes, courgettes, shallots, onions, lettuce, peas, radishes etc.  

Sow chicory, winter radishes and maincrop turnips-continue planting lettuce and peas.  Finish planting broccoli, winter cabbage, cauliflower, kale and leeks.  Hoe as necessary-spray against cabbage white caterpillar and potato blight if attacks are seen.  Water during dry spells-feed with a liquid fertilizer.  Pinch out side shoots on cordon tomato plants. 

August

Sow winter spinach, short-rooted carrots, lettuce for an early winter crop, Japanese onions, winter radishes, maincrop turnips, salad onions and spring cabbage.

There are lots of cultural jobs this month – watering, hoeing, spraying, blanching, celery etc, but August is a peak month for gathering in the crops- broad beans, french beans, runner beans, leaf beet, beetroot, green broccoli, summer cabbage, capsicum, carrots, summer cauliflower, green house and outdoor cucumbers and tomatoes, marrows, courgettes, onions,  shallots, peas, early potatoes and globe artichokes.  It is essential to harvest at the right stage!

September

Many of the vegetables which could be gathered in August can also be harvested this month, but there are additional ones – sweet corn, celery, autumn cauliflowers, brussels sprouts raised under cloches, early savoys, red cabbage and early leeks. Maincrop   potatoes and carrots are lifted for storage this month.  Pick tomatoes from outdoor plants and bring indoors for ripening.   Plant spring cabbage.
Sow lettuce under glass for midwinter crop or outdoors in mild districts for a spring crop.  Remove shading from greenhouse glass. Cut down asparagus fern.

October

Sow peas under cloches for a May-June crop – if you live in a mild district you can sow lettuce under cloches for spring use.  Finish planting spring cabbages.

This is the great harvest month.  Finish cropping french beans, runner beans, marrows, potatoes, maincrop beetroot, greenhouse tomatoes and cucumbers, summer-sown lettuce, winter radishes and turnips.  Start harvesting sweds, maincrop turnips, brussels sprouts and winter cabbage.

November

Cleaning up starts in earnest – begin digging.  Sow broad beans in a sheltered spot and lettuce under cloches.  Force chicory and cut back globe artichokes.

Harvest brussels sprouts, winter cabbage, summer-sow carrots, celeriac, celery, leeks, parsnips, Swedes and turnips.  November is the last month for gathering leaf beet and autumn cauliflower, put together your seed order for next year – don’t wait until the last month.

December

Continue digging if weather permits. Check over your tools and oil if necessary.  In many allotments there is very little to gather in December apart from brussels sprouts, but in the well-stocked plot there are many vegetables to gather.  There includes summer-sow carrots, summer-sow lettuce under cloches, winter spinach, swedes, turnips, winter cabbage, savoys, celery, kale, chicory and leeks.

Getting the Most From Your Plot
Succcessional Sowing
Several vegetables, such as lettuce and radish, cannot be stored for later use.  To avoid gluts then famines it is necessary to sow short rows every few weeks.  A boon for the gardeners who are not willing to do this are the ‘mixed seed’ packets offered by many suppliers.  The mixture of early-and late-maturing varieties gives a long harvesting period from a single sowing.

Catch Cropping

Purple-sprouting broccoli will have come to the end in April or early May-early peas will be finished by late June or July.  Catch cropping is the answer to summer-long bare ground.  Fork over the area and level the surface with a rake sow a quick maturing crop such as spring onions, radish, dwarf lettuce, beetroot, turnips or french beans.  The crop will be harvested before the time for autumn digging and the rotational plan will not be disturbed. 
Intersowing

Intersowing is a useful dual-purpose technique which involves mixing the seed of a compact and quick-growing crop such as radish or Tom Thumb lettuce with a slow-to-mature crop such as parsnips or parsley.  The radish or lettuce seedlings emerge quickly and mark out the row-an important advantage at hoeing time.  Thin out as normal.  The radish or lettuce will be ready long before the parsnips have developed to the stage of needing the space occupied by the quick-growing marker plants.

Intercropping

A neater method than Intersowing of making the maximum use of land used for a slow-growing crop.  Between adjacent rows of notorious slow developers such as brussels sprouts, leeks, parsnips, etc.  Is sown a row of a crop which will be harvested in summer before the prime crop needs the space.  Popular intercroppers are radish, early peas, early carrots, spinach and dwarf lettuce.  Make sure that the intercropping vegetable doesn’t make a nuisance of itself by making the space between the rows too narrow to allow easy passage.  If necessary, widen the recommended row spacings of the main crop if you plan to sow an intercrop.     
